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Letter of introdution and request 
1 message 


Beauford A. Stenberg <beauford.a.stenberg@gmail.com> Sat, oUSept ee 
To: kulaguru@bigpond.com <kulaguru@bigpond.com> 


ATTN: 
U.Ve Sri Rama Ramanyja Archari 
Dear Achari 


| first encountered your presence on YouTube. The audiovisual presentation in particular was a 
dialogue on the class of agama literature in the Sanatana Dharma and in particular the Vaishnava 
Dharma. 


| have a deep connection and abiding interest in the entwined traditions of the Tantra and many 
flowers of the Dharma. My interest is both devotional and scholarly, etic and emic. 


Though my knowledge of the Dharma was first founded on the exoteric tradition of Vaishnavism 
presented to me whilst quite young in the Gaudiya Vaishnava Parampara where | lived within the 
Brahmacharya Ashrama, whilst attending university studying: Sanskrit, Religious Studies and History 
of India, my journey continued. 


That said, my first contact with the Dharma was as a very young child in viewing the Bejewelled 
Ankusha of Ivory on a black and white cinematic adaptation of The Jungle Book by Kipling. This 
movie profoundly moved me and has defined my life. The representation and teaching of the 
Ankusha in this movie went right to my heart and it has been primary and abiding. It opened a love of 
the divine attributes of Indian deities into my heartmind and mindstream which has persisted and 
deepened. | edit Wikipedia rigorously and | have edited innumerable articles with citations. The 
symbolic attributes have received particular treatment by me. 


| left the Gaudiya ashrama when one of the devotees communicated that in their view, verbatim: "all 
karmi's are demons’; intending all non-devotees. This affected and afflicted me. | left the ashram and 
was bereft to outwardly abandon my beloved Sri Sri Radhe-Ballabha. Leaving in hurt and confusion 
because that verbatim statement was to me neither true nor acceptable. It was not an honourable 
nor compassionate nor kind world-view. It was also becoming apparent to me that | was same-sex 
attracted and that traditional Brahmacharya may not be my appropriate path. That said, Srila 
Prabhupada will always be my first and abiding Gurudeva. 


Soon after this departure, | found myself praying and praying to Sri Jagganatha whilst face down in 
the dirt for what was hours upon hours of non-stop chanting of His mantra with devotion at a 
spiritual lifestyle and music week-long camping event. Someone sprayed something on me whilst | 
was in obeisances and | became surrounded by what may have been buzzing flies. | don't know what 
they were as | never opened my eyes. Yes | was on ecstacy, | took it as a sacrament. | was through 
the efficacy of mantram entreating for legitimate divine spiritual guidance and instruction. Upon 
sunrise, covered in earth and dirt, | went to the river to bathe and cleanse. 


There was a fallen tree that went out a third-way from the bank directly into the river. | deftly 
balanced always along the fallen tree till | was in the midst of the river proper. | was joyfully and 


reverentially dangling my feet in and spraying water all over myself with my hands. | still remember 
the delight. 


Almost instantaneously from the opposite bank, an Eastern Brown Snake, one of the most poisonous 
yet gentle species of snakes in the world, darted across the still surface of the river. As it vigorously 
wriggled and skimmed the surface, it left a chain of ever-expanding, interconnecting mandalas where 
it fleetingly touched. It went strait for my left lower leg and bound me. Therein, | experienced 
Ekattvam, a unitive atemporal singularity in consciousness that subsumed, as substratum, all-that-is 
and is-not. | have come to understand this mystical experience to be termed an ‘Oceanic Experience’ 
in English discourse within the literatures of Anthropology and Transpersonal Psychology. This is 
experiential, subjective Brahman. | understand this experience to be an initiation by the Naga and 
that the Eastern Brown Snake is my totem and tutelary. 


Soon after this experience in Swapna Darshana, | experienced a profound introduction to a symbol 
and divine attribute or instrument | now know is called the Ananda Chakra or Wheel of Joy. It is a 
luminous and radiant polychromatic triunic symbol of a vortice of three spinning paisley like shapes 
in a unitive circle. | first perceived this symbol in the waking world a few days after ona 
representation of a carved ancient Pictish stone in Scotland. 


Again, a few days after that, | saw it yet again on an iconographic depiction as the central hub or 
inner-wheel of the Buddhadharma Dharmachakra. | have always had a particular devotion to the 
Sudarshana Chakra. 


A few days after that, | found out that the Anandachakra is the particular symbol of the Great 
Perfection, Dzogchen, Atiyoga or Mahasandhi teachings or traditions of the Mantrayana. | now know, 
Sri Jagganatha is a tantric representation of Vishnu and is at once both amazingly and uniquely, 
iconic and aniconic, which is precious-rare in iconography. 


| was soon after initiated by Choegyal Namkhai Norbu Rinpoche. My Gurudeva was adamant that 
Mahasandhi is not a religion but a tradition and may be combined with any faith or religiocultural 
tradition or philosophy; | integrated it into my appreciation and devotion to the Vaishnava Dharma 
and there has been no obstruction, obfuscation nor confusion. Both flowers of the Dharma mutually 
iterate and inform. My Gurudeva often stated: ‘integrate, integrate, integrate" the diverse complexity 
of the teachings and truths from wherever or whatever location, tradition or person you find them 
invested, whilst being true to the tennets and expansive open-view of Mahasandhi. | have taken his 
pith maxim as my primary instruction to heart. 


All this ever-so-long email is penned, because | want to give you a sense of me and communicate 
that | feel drawn to write on Vaishnava Tantra. | have received initiation into a number of tantric 
Mahasandhi scriptures and deities. | have just commenced my journey into the class of tantric 
literature known as yamala and the Vishnu Yamala in particular. Here is a linkage to a living 
document of my endeavour so far: 


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draft:Vishnu_Yamala_(Sanskrit_literature) 

| am seeking your assistance in finding a manuscript of the Vishnu Yamala and in your general 
mentorship and guidance. | feel moved by your writings and akin to your erudite and ecumenical 
darshana and worldview. | am circa 50 years old. 

| await your advice. 


Thanking you in anticipation 


Sri Nagahari Avadhutaka Mantracharya Mantrin 
a.k.a Beauford A. Stenberg 


Saturday, September 30, 2023 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 


https://en.m.wikiversity.org/wiki/User:B9_hummingbird_hovering/Blog/Personal_Weblog/Nonduality 


